The Chartists and the 1832 Reform Act

Years of civil unrest

· Between 1810 and 1820 the general population made demands for the vote

· Huge unemployment led to violence, e.g. Peterloo Massacre 

· The government had concerns that there would be a revolution
· New king in 1830 – William IV

· General Election brought in Whigs, who promised change

Blocking Reform

· Mps in House of Commons put forward ideas for a Reform Act, but rejected by the House of Lords
· Most Lords were strong Tories
· Bad harvest in 1831 led to worsening poverty for many 
· Angry reactions to House of Lords’ veto
· Nottingham Castle burnt down
Fears of Revolution

· December 1831 the Whigs attempted to push a Reform Bill through parliament but this was, again, blocked by the Lords

· William IV was asked to make 50 Whig Lords who would vote in favour of reform but he refused

· A Birmingham banker called Thomas Attwood suggested that people stop paying tax and organised a march to London by 200,000 people. 

· Rumours suggested some soldiers were supporting Attwood

· William IV and the Lords were afraid of revolution so the Reform Act was made law in May 1832

The Great Reform Act

· The Reform Act gave the vote to most middle class men but it ignored the working class and females completely.

· Some cities gained an extra MP

· MPs were still unpaid (and had to own land)

· Still no secret voting

Chartism

· In 1836 a group of London working men drew up the ‘People’s Charter’
· Chartists wanted a fair system of voting, all men over the age of 21 to get the vote and MPs to receive a wage

· By May 1839 1,250,00 people had signed a petition which was taken to parliament (parliament rejected it by 235 votes to 46)

· By 1842 over 3,250,000 people signed another petition which was also rejected (287 votes to 49)

· Violent demonstrations followed each failed attempt 

· Plans for a huge 500,000 strong march on London in 1848 did not come to fruition and the People’s Charter was defeated in Parliament once more

· Factions opened up in the Chartist movements (moral force and physical force) – led to weakness and failure

