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What will I study? 
You will study three units in this course: a UK politics unit; a UK social issues unit and, an international issues unit. 

	UK and Scottish 
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	Democracy in the UK and Scotland: This unit is a study of who represents us at the UK, Scottish and local level; how these people represent us; elections, voting and political parties; participation and, how the media influence decisions.  

	UK Social Issues 
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	Crime and the Law in the UK: This unit explores why people commit crime; different types of crimes; punishments and their effectiveness; the role of the police; how crime affects communities and, the court system.   

	[image: C:\Users\LothianK\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\LWRCPMMR\MC900444641[1].jpg]International Issues

	World Power: The USA: This unit looks at the USA as a world power; the US system of government and how far all Americans take part; ways that Americans are unequal in terms of health, crime, education and wealth; how the US Government is dealing with these problems and, the rights and responsibilities of US citizens. 



What skills will I learn? 
[image: C:\Users\LothianK\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\L8TIDVL1\MP900442176[1].jpg]National level is designed to develop a range of skills for both the courses themselves and, skills for life and work outside of school. 

You will learn a wide range of knowledge relating to each topic and will be able to explain things like why people suffer inequality and how well we are represented. 

There are three types of source skills: finding and showing bias or exaggeration; making and supporting decisions; coming to conclusions and backing them up with evidence. 

You will also develop your research and presentation skills looking further into something you have studied. 

You will also be developing lots of useful skills and abilities for life such as: confidence; independent working; problem solving; becoming interested in and understanding the world we live in; good communication; reading and writing skills and, evaluating information from places like newspapers and the internet. 
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You will be expected to come prepared to class and be ready to learn. You will have regular homework to hand in on time. Some of this will be larger research tasks that you will have to give time and effort to. You will be expected to cooperate in class, take part in lessons and show an interest in your work. In Modern Studies it is very important to pay attention to the news and what is happening around you. You will also have assessments to prepare for and pass. You will be asked to think about your work and plan how to improve. To do well you should be prepared to take the initiative, seek help when you need it, know what’s going on in the world and communicate with us about how you are doing on the course. 
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We are here to help you do as well as you can in National Modern Studies! Your lessons will be prepared; you will have different activities to help you learn; you will have lost of chances to discuss current events in class; you will get plenty of feedback on your work to help you improve; you will have regular opportunities to practise your skills; you will get one-to-one help; you will get help with revision and you will have one lunchtime a week to get additional help with anything from the course. 
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How will I be formally assessed?

	National 4 
	1. You will have a unit assessment to pass for all three units. These will judged on a pass/ fail basis and will test both knowledge and skills. You will be able to re-sit them if necessary but you must pass them all to stay at this level. 
2. You will also have to produce a piece of work using your own research on anything from the course. You will get to practise this and a lot of time to complete it but it must be your individual work to pass. You will be assessed more on skills than knowledge in this assignment. To pass you must be able to research individually, talk about your research methods, present some knowledge on the issue and, make basic conclusions about the issue.   
3. There is no exam at National Four Level. 

	National 5
	1. You will have a unit assessment to pass for all three units. These will judged on a pass/ fail basis and will test both knowledge and skills. You will be able to re-sit them if necessary but you must pass them all to stay at this level. 
2. You will also have to produce a written piece of work using your own research under timed conditions on anything from the course. You will get to practise this but it must be your individual work to pass. This makes up 25% of your mark. You will be assessed more on skills than knowledge in this assignment. To pass you must be able to research individually, evaluate your research methods, present detailed knowledge and make conclusions about the issue.   
3. Finally, there is an exam at National Five Level. This makes up 75% of your mark. The paper lasts 1 hour 45, has 3 sections and a total of 60 marks. You will be assessed more on knowledge although skills will also be tested. You will have a prelim before Christmas to help prepare. 
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