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Introduction

What will I study in Higher History Paper 1?

This depends on your school or college. They can choose from lots of different topics. You will study one topic from each of the British & European and World columns below.

	Contexts
	British
	European and World

	Medieval

or
	Church, State and Feudal Society
	The Crusades, 1071–1204

	Early modern

or
	The Century of Revolutions, 1603–1702

or

The Atlantic Slave Trade
	The American Revolution, 1763–1787

or

The French Revolution to 1799

	Later modern
	Britain, 1851–1951

or

Britain and Ireland, 1900–1985
	Germany, 1815–1939

or

Italy, 1815–1939

or

Russia, 1881–1921

or

USA, 1919–1968

or 

Appeasement and the Road to War to 1939

or

The Cold War, 1945–1989


What will I study in Higher History Paper 2?

History Higher: Scottish History
The Scottish History unit seeks to build knowledge and understanding of historical themes on a chosen context. Also, it seeks to develop the skills of historical source handling and independent thinking. You will become skilled in source handling, requiring you to analyse sources by interpreting them, comparing them and by placing them into their historical context. You will further hone your source-handling skills by explaining historical developments surrounding the sources and evaluating the reliability and usefulness of the sources.

Support materials have been produced by Learning and Teaching Scotland to support you within the Scottish History element.

This Scottish History unit will be assessed in Paper 2 of the final examination and requires you, the student, to:

· evaluate sources with reference to their provenance and content

· evaluate sources with reference to their wider historical context.

Scottish History units

You will have the opportunity to learn one of the following units:

1. The Wars of Independence, 1286–1328

2. The Age of the Reformation, 1542–1603

3. The Treaty of Union, 1689–1740

4. Migration and Empire, 1830–1939

5. The Impact of the Great War, 1914–1928 

How will I be assessed?

Unit assessments (NABs)

Like all Higher courses, there are unit assessments (you might know them as NABs) which you must pass before sitting the final exam. There are three unit assessments in Higher History. You will tackle your unit assessments 

when your teacher/lecturer thinks you are ready. All three will be marked in your school or college. 

	Unit
	Assessment
	Total number of marks
	Pass mark
	Time

allowed

	Historical study: British
	One essay
	20
	10
	1 hour

	Historical study: European and World
	One essay
	20
	10
	1 hour

	Scottish History
	Three questions (from a choice of four) based on four (out of five) sources
	20
	10
	1 hour 


External assessment

The external assessment will be marked by Scottish Qualification Authority (SQA) markers. The external assessment is made up of two exam papers and an extended essay. For more information on the extended essay, see page 16.

	Unit
	Paper
	Task
	Marks
	Time allowed

	Historical study: British
	1
	Answer one essay from a choice of three
	20
	1 hour and 20 minutes

	Historical study: European and World
	1
	Answer one essay from a choice of three
	20
	

	Scottish History
	2
	Answer four questions based on five sources
	30
	1 hour and 25 minutes

	Extended essay
	–
	Answer one question of student’s own choice in an extended piece of writing
	30
	2 hours


How will I study Higher History?

The biggest difference from Standard Grade or Intermediate level is that you will be expected to do a lot of work on your own. Your teacher/lecturer will expect you to become increasingly independent and for you to take responsibility for your own learning.
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Section 1: Writing essays

In the final exam for Paper 1 you will have to write two essays in 1 hour and 20 minutes, each essay is worth 20 marks. Essay writing is an important skill which you should be able to use not only in history, but in studying other subjects as well.

What are history essays like?

There are two types of history essay at Higher level. If you are to do well, it is important that you know what they are like and what you are expected to do. It is vital that you do not ‘shoe-horn’ prepared set answers into examination questions. Instead, have a clearer understanding of how to analyse questions. A better knowledge of question stems would help you achieve this.

There are two main types of question you may be asked.

1.
Evaluating factors to explain historical developments

In the Arrangements document these issues are identified in the detailed unit descriptors as beginning ‘An evaluation of the reasons for…’

These questions will always have an isolated factor. You must evaluate the importance of it and the other causes of a historical development. 

Examples of this type of question

(The isolated factor is italicised)

· To what extent was the growth of democracy in Britain after 1860 due to social and economic change?

· How far can Robespierre alone be blamed for the Reign of Terror in France from 1793 to 1794?

· How important a part did the First World War play in the decision to grant votes to women?

· How far was the growth of Irish nationalism the main reason for the increasing tension in Ireland up to 1914?

Answers to these essay titles require a careful weighing up of the various pieces of evidence involved in order to come to a balanced conclusion. You should compare the importance of various factors. A balanced judgement should be given in weighing up all key pieces of evidence. You must support their main points with robust evidence.

On occasion this type of question may be introduced by a quotation, but the style of answer is exactly the same.

· ‘The need for labour on West Indian plantations was the sole reason for the development of the Atlantic Slave Trade’. How valid is this view?

· ‘Simply part of the post-war desire to isolate America from the outside world.’ How far does this explain changing attitudes towards immigration in the USA during the 1920s?

2.
Making an assessment (judgement)
In the Arrangements document these issues are identified in the detailed unit descriptors as beginning ‘An assessment of …’

This type of essay asks for a balancing of the evidence and arguments for and against the success, effectiveness or nature of a development. 

Examples of this type of question

· How justified is the view that the American War of Independence was a global conflict?  

· How successfully did British governments achieve their aims in foreign policy before the outbreak of the Czechoslovakian crisis in 1938? 

· To what extent was there a real growth in Italian nationalism between 1815 and 1850?

· How effective were the increased powers of the federal government, as adopted in the New Deal, in solving the social and economic problems of the1930s?

On occasion this type of question may be introduced by a quotation, but the style of answer is exactly the same.

· ‘Poor, brutal and without hope.’ How accurate is this view of the lives of peasants in the middle ages?

· ‘The main role of the Church in medieval society was more political than religious.’ How valid is this statement?

· ‘Bullying and bluff.’ How accurate is this description of the methods used by the fascist powers to pursue their foreign policy aims in the years after 1933? 

In these essays, you have to answer the question by showing your understanding of the question and by presenting a balanced assessment and a valid conclusion which results from the presented evidence. You should come to an overall judgement based on the arguments presented in the body of the essay.

Telling the types of question apart

It is crucial that you are able to tell which type of question is which. It is possible that both an evaluation and an assessment of a development may appear in the same question paper, for example:

· To what extent was the growth of democracy in Britain after 1860 due to social and economic change? 

· ‘By 1928, Britain was a fully democratic country.’ How accurate is this view? 

Although both questions are on the growth of democracy, an answer to the former that recites the stages of the growth with little or no explanation of their causes may not merit any marks whatsoever.

You should not use stems to identify types of question. ‘To what extent…’ or ‘How far…’ may introduce either an evaluation of causes or an assessment of effectiveness or success.

It is worth spending time practising telling the types of question apart, even on areas of the course that you have not studied.

Below is a list of questions. Beside each one mark E (if it is an evaluation of causes) or A (if it is an assessment of the success or effectiveness). Also, if you think it is an evaluation of causes, underline the isolated factor.

· How important was finance as a cause of the challenge to the authority of James I in England?

· How successfully did Charles I impose his authority in Scotland?

· To what extent was the failure to find an alternative to monarchy, 1649–1660, a result of Cromwell’s dependence on the army? 

· How important was fear about the expansion of Islam in the calling of the First Crusade?

· To what extent was the desire to acquire land in the Holy Land the main motive behind the popularity of the crusading movement?

· To what extent was the fall of Jerusalem in 1187 due to the defeat of the Christian forces at Hattin?

· How important were economic factors in the growth of national feeling in Italy during the period 1815 to 1850? 

· To what extent was there a real growth in Italian nationalism between 1815 and 1850?

· How significant was the military leadership of Garibaldi in the achievement of Italian unification?

· ‘In the period before 1905, opposition groups had little chance of mounting an effective challenge to the authority of the Tsarist state.’ How accurate is this statement? 

· How significant was military defeat in causing the revolution of 1905 in Russia?

· To what extent was Nicholas II himself responsible for the collapse of the Tsarist state in February 1917?

· To what extent was the development of the Cold War up to 1955 caused by America’s decision to use the atom bomb against Japan in 1945?

· To what extent was Soviet control of Eastern Europe, 1945–61, seriously challenged?

How do I write my essay?
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Each essay is unique, yet to write a good essay needs a clear structure. It needs a strong and clear introduction, a main development of several paragraphs where you put forward your argument and evidence to support it. Then in your conclusion you should draw together your argument(s).

Introduction

· Sets out the issue clearly in its wider context.

· Identifies the relevant factors – pointing the reader/examiner in the direction the essay is going to take.

· Demonstrates a solid line of argument.

· Captures the reader’s interest and attention. 

· Links up with the main, development section.

· Should not answer the question.

· Should not present any information that is not addressed in main body.

2.
Knowledge and understanding/evidence (in the development)

· There is a coherent development directly focused on the question.

· Short paragraph for each relevant point/theme made.

· Written factually, using information as evidence.

· Knowledge should be accurate, relevant and full; used to address the question.

· Makes the argument flow in a logical, continuous fashion, for example arranging paragraphs chronologically or thematically from weakest to strongest argument.

· Links each paragraph to the next one so that the theme is maintained.

· Does not jump about.

· Paragraphs should not be too short or too long.

· Should not use quotations to present basic points of knowledge.

3.
Argument (in the development)

· Quality of thought should be revealed by the arguments and evaluations demonstrated in answering the question.

· The argument is relevant to the question and relates explicitly to the terms of the question.

· A case is argued.

· It makes the various distinctions required by the question.

· All elements of the question are responded to, particularly any isolated factors.

· Explains, analyses, debates and assesses.

· Evidence is integrated into a sustained analysis.

· Provides a sustained, balanced argument.

· Awareness is shown of alternative interpretations and historical debate.

· Clarity and fluency of argument are apparent. 

· Sophistication of language.

· Does not simply describe or narrate.

4.
Conclusion

· A balanced conclusion is achieved.

· Summarises the arguments and reinforces them.

· Directly answers the question or addresses the issue, providing a valid, balanced explanation and conclusion.

· An overall judgement should be made directly related to the question.

· Does not simply summarise main ‘facts’.

What are introductions and conclusions like?
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Writing an introduction and a conclusion can be a bit daunting at first. Most people have a good idea what to write in the ‘middle’ of an essay but are not sure how to start off. Some tips to support your writing of introductions and conclusions are provided below in the section entitled ‘How essays are marked in Paper 1’ where a success criterion is identified.
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How will my essay be marked? 
Your essay will be marked according to guidelines set down by the SQA. Markers will be looking for evidence that you have:

· answered the question carefully

· shown a good knowledge of the topic

· argued – rather than having just written down lots of ‘facts’

· written your essay clearly, using historical terms

· organised your essay into paragraphs with a clear introduction and a conclusion.

How essays are marked in Paper 1

In marking Paper 1 essays there is a success criterion that you, as students, must be aware of. All 20-mark essays will be graded in the following areas:

1. Knowledge and understanding

Up to 6 marks can be allocated when relevant knowledge is used to address an essay question. You can achieve a mark for each accurate, full point of knowledge you make. Each point in turn should be substantial and relevant. Extended development (where you can develop a point of knowledge further) can also be credited.
2. Argument/evaluation

Up to 10 marks can be allocated for the quality of thought revealed in the answer, exemplified by the arguments and evaluation conveyed in the essay. 

Argument/evaluation is marked holistically. You will be credited for the fulfilment of the following success criteria:
The evidence is integrated into a sustained analysis.

The argument is sustained and balanced.

There is some awareness of alternative interpretations and/or historical debate.

3. Structure

Up to 4 marks can be allocated for the appropriateness and organisation of your answer.

Structure is marked as a whole and seeks to fulfil the following success criteria:
The introduction clearly sets the issue in its wider context, indicates the relevant factors and demonstrates a solid line of argument.

There is a coherent development directly focused on the question.

The conclusion is balanced, summarising the arguments and coming to an overall judgement directly related to the question.
To support your essay writing, a student checklist for the writing of Higher History essays has been provided in the appendices. This will allow you to take ownership of your essay writing. Also, it will enable you to reflect on the success criteria for each vital element.

Section 2: Extended essay

The extended essay is the coursework element of Higher History and counts for nearly one-third of your overall grade – 30 marks out of a total of 100.

It is really just a longer and more in-depth version of a Paper 1 essay. You choose an essay title yourself, research it, draw up a plan and then write up the essay in 2 hours with only the help of the plan. Both the plan and the essay are sent off to SQA.

Why do I have to do an extended essay?

The extended essay is to allow you to:

· develop your interest in a particular area of the course

· further develop your research skills

· show your ability with fewer constraints being placed on time and memory.

When will I do my extended essay?

Most schools and colleges begin work on the extended essay after the Christmas holidays, although there is no reason why you cannot begin earlier. You will be given no more than 8 hours’ time in class to prepare; you will have to do most of the work in your own time.

What will my extended essay be on?

You get to choose both the topic and the title yourself. It could be on anything you are studying in Higher History – that includes the special topic. Many people choose an essay that they have worked on in class. The extended essay allows you to find out more about your favourite topic!

Tips

· Titles must be a question or tackle an issue. 

· Essay titles should be kept relatively straightforward, otherwise they will be too difficult to answer. 

· The titles on page 12 are examples of good titles.

· Don’t choose a topic just because your friend is doing it. Be original and focus on something that interests you. 

· Try to work independently as far as possible. Markers like to see some originality in essays – not exactly the same stuff that everyone else has done.

Beware 

· It is not permissible to have worked from a group/class plan. 
· It is not permissible to have worked from a plan produced by your teacher/ lecturer. 

· It is not permissible to use as a plan a marking scheme for a past SQA question paper. 

Where any of the above practices are detected you may have marks deducted or the marks for the component disallowed. 

Your teacher/lecturer should inform you in advance of any planning of your essay of the potentially serious consequences of infringement of any of these conditions.

How do I plan my extended essay?

The good news is that you are allowed to use a 200-word plan to help you write up your essay. 

By the time you write your extended essay, you should already be very good at planning how to tackle essays.

Caution

· Up to 10 marks can be deducted should a plan go over the word limit.

· The plan must be words. Pictures, codes and text message language are not allowed. However, mind maps and use of colour are allowed.

· The plan should not simply be a list of ‘facts’, but should show the organisation and flow of the essay.

How should I prepare for the extended essay?

You should research your topic thoroughly. Once you are ready, write your essay at home. This will allow you to see whether you need to make any changes or improve your argument. Once your essay is reaching final preparation time, try writing it in 2 hours. This should allow you to spot any potential problems with timing before you do it for real on the day.

On the day – writing the extended essay

Your school or college will choose the time and date when you write up your extended essay. You must make sure that you have your plan with you. You are not allowed to make any changes to your plan once you start writing the essay.

How will my extended essay be marked?

Your plan and essay will be sent away and marked by SQA markers. Your mark will be added to your overall grade in the final exam. The markers will be looking at three key areas when they mark your essay:

	Structure
	6 marks
	For structure (S), marks are awarded for the overall quality, using criteria statements for the structure, introduction and conclusion.

	Argument
	12 marks
	Marks are awarded for the overall quality of the argument (A), using criteria statements. There is a higher and a lower mark in each range and these should be used to reflect the degree to which the criteria are met. 

	Knowledge
	12 marks
	Marks for knowledge (KU) are awarded for each recognisable and relevant point, up to a maximum of 12 marks. Points that are developed may be credited with 2 marks. 


Section 3: Sources

Sources are the basic materials of the historian. From them, the historian tries to describe explain and analyse historical events and developments. In the revised Higher (effective after 2010), the source paper (Paper 2) will consist entirely of Scottish topics. There will be four questions, each of which will relate to a different issue in the unit, so that the whole unit will be examined each year.

(a)
The source evaluation question will be worth 5 marks; there will up to 2 marks available for evaluating provenance and content, and for providing appropriate recall. 

This question will relate to one of the issues directly or indirectly, and have the stem ‘How useful is source X as evidence of…’

(b)
The source comparison question will be worth 5 marks; there will be up to 2 marks available for an overview and up to 4 marks available for comparisons of detail. Your answers should be along the lines of the developed comparisons at Standard Grade or Intermediate 2.

This question will relate to one of the issues directly or indirectly, and have the stem ‘To what extent do sources Y and Z agree about…’

(c)
The two source contextualisation questions will each be worth 10 marks. One will have the stem ‘How fully…’ and will relate to the whole issue. The other will have the stem ‘How far…’ and relate to one of the three sub-issues within the issue. There will be up to 4 marks available from the source and up to 7 marks for appropriate recall used to support the evaluation.

An example of a ‘How far’ question is:

· How far does Source A illustrate the experience of Scots on the Western Front?

This question asks you to describe what Scottish soldiers experienced in terms of living conditions, casualties and the nature of warfare; you may give examples from the battles of Loos and the Somme.

An example of a ‘How fully’ question is:

· How fully does Source A illustrate the involvement of the Scots on the Western Front?

This question not only asks about living conditions, casualties and the nature of warfare, but also about the overall contribution of Scots to the fighting on the Western Front in terms of numbers of recruits, the proportion of losses and the leadership of Scots, particularly Douglas Haig.

Appendix 

Student checklist for History Higher essay 

	Name
	

	Class
	

	Essay title
	


	Structure (S) checklist

	Mark
	Criteria
	( if attempted

	You can achieve up to 4 marks
	Introduction

· It clearly sets the issue in its wider context.

· It indicates relevant factors. 

· It demonstrates a solid line of argument.
	

	
	Body of essay

· There is a coherent development directly focused on the question.
	

	
	Conclusion

· It is balanced.

· It summarises the arguments. 

· It comes to an overall judgement directly related to the question.
	


	Argument (A) checklist

	Mark
	Criteria
	( if attempted

	You can achieve up to 10 marks
	· The style of writing is analytical. 

· The argument is sustained and balanced throughout.
	

	
	· Evidence is used to develop and support a line of argument. This evidence is integrated into a sustained analysis.

· The line of argument is focused directly on the question.
	

	
	· Awareness of alternative interpretations and historical debate has been shown.
	


	Knowledge (K) checklist

	Mark
	Criteria
	( if attempted

	You can achieve up to 6 marks
	· Marks awarded when relevant knowledge is used to address an essay question. 

· Marks awarded for each accurate, full point of knowledge made. Each point should be substantive and relevant. 
· Extended development can also be awarded.
	


	Student target box

The target box is to be completed by you, the student, having received qualitative feedback from your teacher or lecturer on your essay. 

In the sections below, identify steps for improvement.

	Structure
	

	Argument
	

	Knowledge
	















































Organising and reviewing your own notes





Reading primary sources





Coming up with your own ideas





Note taking from DVDs and videos





Taking notes on class lectures





Discussing with your classmates





Debating





Researching your own ideas





Reading the work of different historians





Studying Higher History
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