Exam Practice: Enquiry Skills

Source A:  Prince Bernhard von Bulow, Chancellor of Germany 1900-1909
A policy aimed at the encirclement of Germany and seeking to form a ring of powers in order to isolate and paralyse it would be disastrous to the peace of Europe. The formation of such a ring around Germany would not be possible without exerting some pressure. Pressure gives rise to counter-pressure. And out of this pressure and counter-pressure finally explosions may arise.

1. How useful is Source A at highlighting the problems surrounding the alliance system? (ES1)

Source B: From “The Outbreak of the Great War”, 2006.

The Great Powers of Europe sought only to protect their interests when they engaged in the various alliance systems. Alliances were not taken seriously, and were broken as often as they were promised. Germany had nothing to fear from the Triple Entente, as it alone would not start a war.

2. What evidence in Source A shows that the Alliance systems could cause a war?

What evidence in Source B shows that the Alliance systems would not cause war? (ES5)*

3. How far do you agree that the alliance systems such as the Triple Entente and the Triple Alliance caused the First World War? You should use the sources and your own knowledge in this answer. (ES6)*

(* Remember, in your prelim and exam you will only get ES5 and ES6 questions in the British section (which will be first in the exam paper). These questions are included in today’s sheet to give you an opportunity to practice.)

Source C: Julian Grenfell, writing in September 1914
I adore war! It’s like a big picnic without being as pointless as a picnic. I’ve never been so well or happy. No one grumbles at me for being dirty! I feel that I am fulfilling my patriotic duty.

4. What is the attitude of Julian Grenfel in source C to the outbreak of the First World War? (ES3)

Source D: A modern historian writing in 1998

In Germany, nearly half a million people participated in anti-war demonstrations in July 1914. Women, in particular hated the thought of warfare and many felt that there was no reason for the bloodshed. It may have been patriotic to go to war, but many would never see their families again.

5. In what ways do sources C and D differ about the way people felt about the outbreak of war? (ES2)

Source E: Taken from a modern History Book

The Schlieffen Plan failed for a number of reasons. Mainly it was the arrogance of General von Schlieffen that caused its demise. He underestimated the Belgians and the Russians. He also assumed wrongly that the BEF would not get involved in a Continental War.

6. How fully does source F describe the failure of the Schlieffen Plan? You should use the source and your own recall to answer this question. (ES4)

