Activities: A Jacobite’s Diary

Imagine that you are a Jacobite warrior. The campaign is over and the Prince is in hiding – so are you! You have had to leave your croft in case the Redcoats come and burn down the property. You have heard of the Vestrymen and are well aware of the Duke of Cumberland’s new nickname (“Butcher Cumberland”).  The only thing that gives you any comfort is writing in your diary.

Copy and complete the following diary extract:

April 14th 1746:

This has to be one of the worst days of my life. The Battle of Culloden is over. We lost!

(Explain how and why the Jacobites lost at Culloden)

April 16th 1746:

I have had an awful two days. I am now a fugitive – and have run away for many reasons…

(Describe at least three reasons why he has been forced to stay in hiding)

May 17th 1746:

I am writing from the Tower of London. I was arrested last week for crimes of Treason. What a cheek!
(Explain why Jacobites would not agree with this accusation)

June 23rd 1747:

It was decided at my trial that I am to be transported to Australia as a common criminal! This is a punishment worse than death for me. However, it seems that those still at home in Lochaber are also suffering…

(Describe the laws that were brought out to punish the Highlanders – the dreaded Act of Proscription) 

